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Abstract
Unused urban spaces are common almost in all cities across the world. The unutilized urban spaces need to be converted into useful sites which creates the need for repurposing. Repurposing of urban spaces has been embraced by many cities across the globe. Among the strategies that have contributed to the achievement of repurposing efforts include conversion of abandoned railways to green corridors, abandoned buildings are converted to offices. The buildings that represent the cultural heritage are usually converted to museums as the preservation of heritage. The abandoned buildings are also being converted to residential places with real estate agencies taking the lead.  Also, the urban spaces have also been occupied by the pop up environments that allow for the construction of temporary structures within the city that are used for commercial purposes and in the process contributing to the repurposing of urban spaces. The repurposing of urban spaces is a critical step that contributes to the growth and development of cities and contributes to the achievement of sustainable cities.


Re-purposing of Urban Spaces
Globally, urban areas make up 53% of the global population. The development in urban areas has been characterized by unplanned processes leading to vacant spaces and abandoned buildings. The ample unutilized space within the urban areas calls for the need of putting it into useful activities so that it can add value and vitality to the surrounding areas.  This paper argues that the repurposing of urban spaces is a critical element that allows for sustainable civic activities.  
Unused urban spaces, such as abandoned railways that connect different districts, can be converted into green corridors (Sameeh et al., 2019). Due to the congestion nature of cities, it is essential to increase the number of trees that are found in the towns as they act as the lungs of the cities by allowing for the circulation of clean air.  Due to the continuous nature of the abandoned railways and their narrow space planting of trees and grass is an effective way of making use of it, which also contributes to the sustainability of the city. The green corridors is an excellent way of repurposing of unused areas in the town as it creates a beautiful scenery in the city.  Maintaining a clean and appealing nature in urban areas is essential to urban dwellers. 
Additionally, abandoned urban spaces can be converted into amusement and recreational facilities (American express essentials, 2019). For example, abandoned mining sites can be converted into parks that generate income instead of leaving the abandoned sites to lie empty.  Many cities have converted abandoned spaces into amusement parks that are also incorporated into museums (American express essentials, 2019). Some of the abandoned areas in cities mark essential historical events that need to be preserved for the future generations, which calls for the need for conversion of some spaces into national museums. The museums maintains the heritage of a given country. 
 Due to the changes in the use of technology and the rising population, a large proportion of traditional industries have been closed down in many cities, leaving the buildings as abandoned spaces. However, many activities have redesigned the abandoned industries into useful office facilities as well as shopping malls, making use of the abandoned spaces (Nefs, 2006). The unused buildings can be easily converted into valuable structures which add value in the city through the creation of job opportunities and business spaces, among the most popular cities that have turned the abandoned industries into purposeful areas in Germany. German Ruhr areas was a previously abandoned coal mining areas that have been presently converted into living spaces (Nefs, 2006). Also, in Germany, the abandoned military spaces have been converted into housing facilities. The conversion of abandoned industries into useful housing facilities illustrates that the abandoned industrial cities located in urban areas need to be repurposed.  The repurposing of old spaces in the urban centres also spans to the real estates where they are currently being converted to modern housing facilities (Papageorgiou & Kakana, 2018).  The repurposing of spaces in urban centres is becoming a common practice that enhances better use of the available spaces in urban areas. 
Moreover, unused urban spaces create room for the development of a pop-up environment, which are temporary structures (Horne, 2014).  Development of new uses of the abandoned street landscapes as well as the creation of a new narrative of the abandoned spaces allows for the repurposing of the unused spaces in urban areas. Introduction of a new narrative around the abandoned sites enhances the perspective on the sites as well as drawing curiosity among urban dwellers. When a broad audience becomes interested in the abandoned sites, it leads to the possible development of business opportunities in the evacuated areas. The pop-up environment does not utilize permanent structures; therefore, it allows for flexibility as it can be easily moved to other regions with unused space within the urban areas. Occupying the unused space enable urban residents to find a mode of income as it creates entrepreneur opportunities. 
On the contrary, it is argued that conversion of abandoned sites could pose negative health impacts on humans. For example, the abandoned nuclear sites contain dangerous radiations that impact on human health. Therefore, it is argued that nuclear and disposal sites with heavy metals need not be converted into useful facilities in the interest of the protection of human health.  
Also,  arguments against repurposing of urban spaces claim that reusing of urban spaces leads to erosion of the ancient culture and buildings of the ancient times interfering with the cultural heritage. It is argued that the unused old buildings should be preserved as heritage which hinders efforts of revitalizing of unused buildings within the cities.
In conclusion, the repurposing of urban space is an essential practice that helps in sustainability and growth opportunities for urban areas. Since the abandoned urban spaces have been associated with criminal activities as they are used to hide out by criminals, repurposing the abandoned areas is an efficient way of also reducing the illegal activities.  The repurposing of urban spaces is achieved through various activities, including conversion into useful facilities. For example, the abandoned building is renovated and converted to offices and business premises.  Repurposing of urban spaces enhances the scenery of the cities.  Abandoned urban places have been converted to public parks, which creates a resting place for urban dwellers while creating sustainable cities. Repurposing of urban spaces is an economical process and also contributes to the protection of the environment compared to rebuilding and demolition process.  Repurposing process is an efficient way of utilising the available space in urban areas, therefore, gathering for the needs of the growing urban population.  
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